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Every golfer's dream (or fear) is to
have a time machine on hand to bring
them back to that time when Larry Montes was

in his golfing prime.To watch him?
or to tee off with The Greatest Filipino Golfer
Who Ever Lived? Either will be an honor.

Amongg the many apocry phal stones about the late and

oreat Philippme golf lgend Lamy Montes, three of them
imvolve Japan.

Ermpercr Hirchitoowas a golter in a bg way, The Emperor,
hezarnirg that hantsa was in ths country, insiated hat Montes live
at the Imperial Falacs and beach him golf. He did, and taucit bis
Feamegicasn shde o Japsarnese ravalby: Mormealy this stan whis
Irteresting, wollch othersse e unremarkaiale, If ot for the fact
Wil v Fensdope s o e allowed Lo liveini e npoicl Polecs, Lany
Wiontes wars ths first and only Farsigner allowesd o, with epecial
digfoensation fiom the Bmperar himsaf, Lamy Mortes liveo thers
frar she years. (n Fis time st the Palars, | @amy svarmially leamesd
flient Japansss.

The sacord apocngahal Japsrese stary s that obe of Larmy
hdonites’s putters, the one e most ussd at the by of his game and
the prime of his ife, s o dsplay atb amdsaim indspan, s a
Calanity Jare puttan the kinc Lsed By anctirer oreal; Bty Jones,
ancl B insenibad on the ek with e worcks “Larry Montes ness
mizs=ss "

The third i that haia e arly Flping indudsd in the Japaness
Gedf Hall of Fame,

All hres eloi=s ams tus, and come from & weslth of areccoles
frorm & ik s in the full thrall of gelt, and a lifs wal lived at that.
Lamy Montes i the rarest of the rane; & e, genuing, onafick
ke Tocluy, Lt vanne is rosnlicoesd in beelescl spaed and
res el anes when IEcomes U in golf conversalian amo
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the kind used

another great,

Bobby Jones, and is

inscribed on the back with
the words

"Larry Montes never misses.”

It is a {'_:fa]:m'liti;,__am‘. putter,
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THE HILIPPAKES
WORLD (PEN GOLE 2
CAMPIONSHIP

- FL b
Tuir AR

14 Swing Feb-Mr 205



epeflarios ancl camman serse He once adssd WAIng L'_I':'.“E-‘{‘“'j:
‘Let's rermanbar that galfis very much amental game, Tharsfans,
WEn & fpEyer gets upast he cannot muster his usLal mental
prvEs becalps theyars Esfudded with anaan Mow this momentary
arvd rslonificant loss of contral Wl o ckaubt, affect his net shats
The may mean the end of a good gams and the start of a bad
e,

Hs Imitatiars dick't affect bis games Besause he playad U
o hie stramghe and found avsruiss inowhich ks could sxcd in.
*Becauss Fam noba longhither, | make up for this ceficiency with
accurate shots, ahways hiting within my strencih and not dng o
kil thes eal

Hector reveals Lamy's swing secret "He didn't take desp
civote, prefaring o sweep tha bal off the ud. Becauss ey played
mealy i caraac grass inthase cens, bt heves sikcessill in
the UEwith this technicus winnirg over 20 fcomameants on the
westooast Hs contamparanes Wwere Sam . Bneeed, Gene Saraean,
Bobby Jones and Ben Hogan,”

Cn=af be signabrs mannerisme of the Martes gams wes
that; ke Les Tresdn, Lamy neser wastad time - ancl clily-=dalliscl i
taking his shot. Ha just want sirsight b the bal and hit it. * | havs
rEer Takien iy seet tirne in sdoresdng anc hitling the ball, Fde
Al my delays whilewaking. | never take oo much time attsr |
adokess he ball, Bestativarnang Gz without ckelan”

Despite s homecroan wisdom ard self-taucht skills: Larry
wias a slickler for the ndss. | dac have been lucky to b= a golf
e nul beca s Without the Enosdedoe of the rules of golf, one
iz elvways ata disachantage. And since | was planing in =3 mary
teurnaments, | had ta gain all the adwantagss possibls within the
ru== of golf. Becalse of this neceseity, | r=ad the nules of golf at
It onoe & wesk, anc it Became & sart of Bble tomes”

While & creat teacher 1o strangers, Lamy Mantes beela very
l=id

-k style when it came 1o tesching the games t his awn
bicks: Al folr By plenecd oot Snly Loy ithe thirel e ret sxcd,
the yoirngest, Jay, & & FEs professiomal, sl tBeching n Calkimia,”
Hector relatss.

1 3

e bt Gapdes | B ol B =zian on baand e evon (1) Momes, Lbom, Chito
iFared e and Edde Yagm

L4

*He revar gave his kick formal golf lessens. Instuchion was
I1'I'::I$'ﬂj.-"i.'l'.-‘-é!'1|1¢ dinnes taki=with the whols fanihy In sthedance
Fior ecampds, when Heclor startsd shicing the ball, he told his fatber
awet dinnes, His dad then-told hirm 1o check bis grip, stanee and
swire] plans than asked Hectar o=l him berecit weant the fellowing
avening over ciren”

*Hector ranks his father in the top tvenbygalfers o the wiolcl
al-tima. He ussd o beat ths Amarican and Austetian playaes liks
dackie Burke, Udyd Margrum, Blly Cazper, Peter Tharmson,
Marman Ven Nidawhen thay cams 1o play in the Philippins opsan”

*Heclor Maontes row bas a galf ehop in Cabu called Furs
czalf Acaderry which spedalizes in custom ftling arcd ullcing golf
clube and raining promising ricrs.”

Hector's clad Lamy aleo lovsd t2aching juniors.,

*He taughit &l the great Fliping golfars, Cessting Tugok,
‘Baritarm’ Ben-Arda, Golerm Shvario, the Gaston brothars andmany
atters. When Golem Silvaowes imited b the Mastars, He called
Larry bontes to accomp=iny him 1o the tournarment. When Salsm
fournd out Lamy Montes passsd avay, he crisd.”

Thouch thirgs wars cifferent then, peoplke b=izve that Lamy
Worites coldcl've stil beat the parits off Tiger Woods ifhe was dive
= at the bop of his game todere “inhis prime, heowas urbeatabls,
He v del've Hillect hem, He hadl no weaknesses e wasa ool
driver of the gdf ball, 8 good iron flays and posessead a wicked
short game, But, What g2t himeapart was hig putting ™ Heoto
shiearss,

Taday, Lamy lives anin hose he taught, in the Prilippinss and
aver the worldd, The man; his gaine, ard hls lssacy e a By part
aflaca oolf history, Forget Mevin Costna Cup. Herged=
real i, ancl Larry Mantes's life s a mavie
But maovie ar nat, his mark on the gamsloam
&% an repiration o rey,

Ly Wioni s [l with Gl et Tuget {niphi |, winrner ol fhe Frst Far Bzt Open Boff Champs orehip
| B33 id rurrier-up n the Szcond Far Ead Goen
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